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This week we have added two bills to our tracking sheet: HB 433, concerns the counties 
responsibility for stream clean up; and HB 454, which would authorize utilities that 
provide water, sewer, gas or electric services to retail businesses to impose a lien on 
their property for outstanding charges and fees with balances over $50,000. 
 
Thus far, there have been 452 House Bills, 181 House Resolutions, 159 Senate Bills and 
154 Senate Resolutions introduced before the legislature. 44 Senate Bills have passed in 
the Senate (28%) and 128 House Bills have been approved in the House (28%). Five bills 
have passed both the House and the Senate and four of those have been signed into law 
by the governor. The total of 946 bills and resolutions will continue to grow until March 
2, the last day to introduce a bill in the House, and March 4, the last day in the Senate. 
During the 2008 Session, the last long session, a total of 1613 bills and resolutions were 
introduced. 
 
The House Democratic leadership unveiled its broad budget plans yesterday, but left 
many of the details undone. Their plan will not include any tax increases, instead 
relying on cuts and cost savings. The cuts would come from a variety of areas including 
2% for universities, and cutting the two days of educational instruction time that were 
added a couple of years ago. Their plan would not include any pay increases for 
teachers and other state workers.  Much of the savings are being estimated from health 
insurance coverage changes for state employees. The current plan is still $200 million 
short in the second year of the two-year budget and therefore will require additional 
cuts or savings to balance spending. 
	
  
 
Keeping up with the Legislature has never been easier! The state has updated its 
Legislative website: http://www.lrc.ky.gov/legislation.htm. From this site, you can 
view all bills and resolutions, contact legislators by email and check on legislative 
committee schedules and calendars. You can reach a legislator in person by calling 502-
564-8100 (not toll-free). 
 
The toll-free meeting schedule information line is 1-800-633-9650. The toll-free message 
line is 1-800-372-7181, to leave a message for a legislator or an entire committee. The 
TTY message line is 1-800-896-0305. En Espanol, el nombre es 1-866-840-6574. The toll-
free bill status number is 1-866-840-2835.  
 
 
Every issue of e-Liaison will contain summary information for each bill that we track with a 
section that details the most recent activity with the bill. We will continue to highlight 
timely legislative news that is important to our members in each issue. If you would like to 
suggest that we add a bill to the e-Liaison for tracking, please contact KRWA. By clicking 
on the bill number it will link you to the bill summary on the LRC’s website. 
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Bill/Resolution Title Bill Number Sponsor Committee 
 

 
Procurement Preferences SB 42 A. Kerr State & Local Government 
 
Amend KRS 45A.470 to require all governmental bodies and political subdivisions to give second preference to the 
Kentucky Industries for the Blind, Incorporated and other nonprofit corporations for services. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 6 - to State & Local Government (S) 
 

 
State Contracting Practices SB 45 G. Tapp State Government (H) 
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 45A to give preference to KY resident bidders in qualified state construction 
contracts. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 8 – to State Government (H)  Passed Senate 38-0 
 

 
Buy American Uniforms SB 54 C. Gibson State Government (H) 
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 45A to prohibit public employers from purchasing, acquiring, furnishing, or 
requiring an employee to purchase or acquire uniforms, wearing apparel, safety equipment, or protective accessories 
not manufactured in the U. S., unless such items are not manufactured or available for purchase in the U. S. or if 
similar items are only available from one U.S manufacturer and the price is substantially higher than the foreign-
made items. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 8 – to State Government (H)  Passed Senate 37-1 
 

 
Environmental Protection SB 56 B. Leeper Natural Resources & Energy 
 
Amend KRS 224.01-530 to require use of Regional Screening Level Table for USEPA Region 3 rather than Region 9. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 18 – posted for passage in Regular Orders on Feb. 22 
 

 
Engineers State Board of Licensure SB 79 G. Tapp Licensing & Occupations (H) 
 
Make a one-time board term of three years for one land surveyor who is appointed to fill a position on the State 
Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 8 – to Licensing & Occupations (H)  Passed Senate 38-0 
 

 
Professional Engineers SB 81 G. Tapp Licensing, Occupations & Admin Reg  
 
Amend various sections of KRS Chapter 322 to make technical corrections to the law governing professional 
engineers, landscape architects and land surveyors. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 1 – recommitted to Licensing, Occupations & Administrative Regulations (S) 
 

 
Insurance Products SB 87 D. Thayer Local Government (H)  
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 304 (Insurance Code) to define “quasi-governmental agency” and require each 
quasi-governmental agency to be subject to Open Records law. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 12 – posted in committee   Passed Senate 37-0 
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Participation in State Health Plans SB 124 K. Stine State & Local Government 
 
Amend KRS 78.530 to allow agencies who are established by a merger or interlocal agreement consisting of at least 
one agency who participated in the County Employees Retirement System (CERS) on or before April 9, 2002, to be 
exempt from the requirement of signing a contract for employee health insurance with the Personnel Cabinet as a 
condition of participation in CERS. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 18 – 2nd reading, to Rules 
 

 
Open Records HB 26 A. Simpson State Government 
 
Amend KRS 61.870 to include in the definition of public agency those bodies that participate in the state retirement 
systems. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 12 – posted in committee 
 

 
Protection of Private Information HB 107 B. Farmer Local Government 
 
Create a new section of KRS 65.003 to 65.158 to require that any local governmental entity shall safeguard the records 
of any individual or other taxpayer in a manner consistent with federal law relating to the protection and destruction 
of documents. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 5 – posted in committee 
 

 
Professional Engineers HB 110 S. Overly Licensing & Occupations 
 
Amend various sections of KRS Chapter 322 to make technical corrections to the law governing professional 
engineers and land surveyors. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 28 – posted for passage on Monday, February 1, 2010 
 

 
City Official’s Training Program HB 158 C. Rollins II State & Local Government (S) 
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 64 to define terms concerning a city officers training program and set out 
various requirements for the program. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 8 – to State & Local Government (S)   Passed House 91-3 
 

 
911 Emergency Services HB 174 J. Glenn Military Affairs & Public Safety 
 
Amend and create various sections of KRS Chapter 65 to add definitions; create the Kentucky 911 Oversight Board; 
require the board to gather information to be used to set a statewide 911 service charge. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 5 – to Military Affairs & Public Safety (H) 
 

 
“Whistleblower” Act HB 185 J. Wayne State & Local Government (S) 
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 61 to require public employers to post a notice of public employee rights under 
the “whistleblower” statutes. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 8 – to State & Local Government (S)   Passed House 95-0 
 
 

 
Water District Commissioners HB 201 E. Ballard Natural Resources and Energy (S)  
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Amend KRS 74.020 to allow removal of water district commissioners as prescribed under KRS 74.455; allow the PSC 
to fill vacancies resulting from death, resignation, or removal of the commissioner; require newly appointed 
commissioners to have 12 hours of annual training; allow entities other than the PSC to provide training; provide 
dates certain for completed training and allow for forfeiture of office for failure to complete training; allow 
commissioners to be reimbursed for training fees from water district budget; prescribe method for reporting 
vacancies and filling vacancies. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 2 – to Natural Resources and Energy (S)  Passed House 99-0 
 

 
Eminent Domain Act  HB 213 R. Adkins Natural Resources and Energy  
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 154 to allow transmission pipeline companies to condemn for lands and 
materials needed to construct, operate, and maintain carbon dioxide transmission pipelines; require the proceedings 
be the same as under the Eminent Domain Act of Kentucky. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 16 – placed in the Orders of the Day 
 

 
Fire Sprinkler Inspectors HB 220 B. Yonts Appropriations & Revenue (S)  
 
Create new sections of KRS Chapter 198B, relating to annual and renewal certification requirements and fees for fire 
sprinkler inspectors. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 18 – recommitted to Appropriations & Revenue (s) Passed House 99-0 
 

 
Regional Wastewater Commissions HB 221 L. Belcher Local Government   
 
HCS – Retain original provisions of the bill except limit the provisions of the bill to a pilot project area applicable to 
the counties of Bullitt, Hardin, Jefferson, Meade, Nelson, Oldham, and Spencer. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 18 – 2nd reading, to Rules; posted for passage in Regular Orders w/ Comm. Sub. 
 

 
Clean Water Fund HB 310 M. Marzian Elections, Const. Amend. & Intergov. 
  
 
Create a new section of the Constitution of Kentucky to increase the sales and uses tax by three-eighths of one 
percent for a period of time from July 1, 2011, until June 30, 2034; to establish an outdoor heritage fund, a parks and 
trails fund, a clean water fund and a sustainable drinking water account. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 26 – to Elections, Constitutional Amendments & Intergovernmental Affairs (H) 
 

 
Federal Employment Verification HB 321 R. Damron Econ. Develop., Tourism & Labor (S)  
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 337 to require all contractors and subcontractors with public agencies to use 
federal employment verification programs, not hire unauthorized aliens, and provide sworn affidavits of compliance. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 16 – to Economic Development, Tourism & Labor (S) Passed House 93-3 
 

 
KIA Assistance Agreements HB 326 F. Nesler Appropriations & Revenue   
 
Amend KRS 224A.100, relating to Kentucky Infrastructure Authority assistance agreements, to establish a process in 
which a governmental agency may ask for the reallocation of appropriated funds, if at least $25,000 or greater, to 
another infrastructure project should the project either no longer be active or be completed; make the provision 
retroactive. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 28 – to Appropriations & Revenue (H) 
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Unemployment Insurance HB 349 L. Clark State & Local Government (S) 
  
 
Amend various sections of KRS Chapter 341 to adopt the recommendations of the Unemployment Insurance Task 
Force. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 11 – to State & Local Government (S)  Passed House 97-0 
 

 
Right-of-way Permits HB 401 C. Rollins II Transportation  
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 177 to provide that right-of-way permits authorized by the Department of 
Highways shall contain provisions allowing for the cessation of work, following a KRS Chapter 13B hearing, if the 
permit is not substantially complied with. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 18 – posted in committee 
 

 
Examination of Special Districts HB 418 A. Simpson Local Government   
 
Amend KRS 43.050 to permit the Auditor of Public Accounts to investigate and examine all special districts and 
associations or organizations located in the Commonwealth if they are funded, in whole or in part, with federal or 
state moneys. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 12 – to Local Government  
 

 
Stream Maintenance HB 433 B. Yonts Not Yet Assigned   
 
Creat a new section of KRS Chapter 150 to authorize counties to designate an agent responsible for maintenance and 
clean up of debris from streams 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 16 – introduced in House  
 

 
Imposition of Liens HB 454 R. Rand Not Yet Assigned   
 
Create new sections of KRS Chapter 376 to authorize utilities that provide gas, electric, sewer or water service to 
retail business customers to impose a lien on their property for any outstanding charges and fees when utility bill is 
in arrears in excess of $50,000. 
 

Latest Action: Feb. 18 – introduced in House  
 

 


