
 
 
 

Budget Continues to Dominate Discussions 
 

The 2010 Session of the Kentucky General Assembly continued this week with a lot of the 
attention still focused on the next biennial budget. The Governor will offer his budget plan next 
week as an outline of how he plans to balance the 2010-2012 budget.  According to various 
projections, Kentucky could be well over $1 billion short in revenue. The second year of the 
biennial budget looks to be most problematic since most of the federal stimulus monies are set 
to run out in 2011. Kentucky, like most other states, has been using these federal dollars to plug 
the gaps in state revenue shortfalls caused by the global economic recession. 
 
With all this economic uncertainty it is still hard to predict whether the legislature will provide 
any water and wastewater project money.  Last week, the House and Senate leadership did 
indicate their willingness to fund infrastructure for schools, roads and sewer projects despite 
the shortfall to take advantage of low interest rates. The Governor also said that he wasn’t going 
to use the recession as an excuse not to move the state forward. 
 
One way to increase the chances of receiving project funding is to make your utility’s needs 
known to your elected representatives. How can I do this? A great way is by attending the 
KRWA Legislative Breakfast which will be held on Thursday, January 28, 2010 from 7:00 am to 
9:00 am EST at the Capital Plaza Hotel in Frankfort. You can make your reservation on-line or 
by calling the office at 270.843.2291. 
 
SB 87 – Quasi-governmental Agency Bill introduced by Senator Thayer 
A bill has been introduced that would require the Kentucky League of Cities, the Kentucky 
Association of Counties, and other non-profit associations selling insurance products to its 
governmental entity members to be subject to Open Records laws, post their monthly financial 
records on-line, and have annual audits performed. This bill would add these provisions under 
Chapter 304, which is the Insurance Code of Kentucky. If you have questions or concerns 
regarding SB 87 or any other matter please do not hesitate to contact the KRWA office. 
 
Keeping up with the Legislature has never been easier! The state has updated its Legislative 
website: http://www.lrc.ky.gov/legislation.htm. From this site, you can view all bills and 
resolutions, contact legislators by email and check on legislative committee schedules and 
calendars. You can reach a legislator in person by calling 502-564-8100 (not toll-free). 
 
The toll-free meeting schedule information line is 1-800-633-9650. The toll-free message line is 1-
800-372-7181, to leave a message for a legislator or an entire committee. The TTY message line is 
1-800-896-0305. En Espanol, el nombre es 1-866-840-6574. The toll-free bill status number is 1-
866-840-2835.  
 
 
Every issue of e-Liaison will contain summary information for each bill that we track with a section 
that details the most recent activity with the bill. We will continue to highlight timely legislative 
news that is important to our members in each issue. If you would like to suggest that we add a bill 
to the e-Liaison for tracking, please contact KRWA. By clicking on the bill number it will link you to 
the bill summary on the LRC’s website. 
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Bill/Resolution Title Bill Number Sponsor Committee 
 

 

Procurement Preferences SB 42 A. Kerr State & Local Government 
 
Amend KRS 45A.470 to require all governmental bodies and political subdivisions to give second preference to the 
Kentucky Industries for the Blind, Incorporated and other nonprofit corporations for services. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 6 - to State & Local Government (S) 
 

 

State Contracting Practices SB 45 G. Tapp State & Local Government 
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 45A to give preference to KY resident bidders in state construction contracts. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 6 - to State & Local Government (S) 
 

 
Buy American Uniforms SB 54 C. Gibson State & Local Government 
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 45A to prohibit public employers from purchasing, acquiring, furnishing, or 
requiring an employee to purchase or acquire uniforms, wearing apparel, safety equipment, or protective accessories 
not manufactured in the U. S., unless such items are not manufactured or available for purchase in the U. S. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 6 - to State & Local Government (S) 
 

 

Environmental Protection SB 56 B. Leeper Natural Resources & Energy 
 
Amend KRS 224.01-530 to require use of Regional Screening Level Table for USEPA Region 3 rather than Region 9. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 6 - to Natural Resources & Energy (S) 
 

 

Engineers State Board of Licensure SB 79 G. Tapp Licensing, Occupations & Admin Reg  
 
Make a one-time board term of three years for one land surveyor who is appointed to fill a position on the State 
Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 11 – to Licensing, Occupations & Administrative Regulations (S) 
 

 

Professional Engineers SB 81 G. Tapp Licensing, Occupations & Admin Reg  
 
Amend various sections of KRS Chapter 322 to make technical corrections to the law governing professional 
engineers and land surveyors. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 11 – to Licensing, Occupations & Administrative Regulations (S) 
 

 

Insurance Products SB 87 D. Thayer State & Local Government  
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 304 (Insurance Code) to define “quasi-governmental agency” and require each 
quasi-governmental agency to be subject to Open Records law. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 14 – to State & Local Government (S) 
 

 

 

Open Records HB 26 A. Simpson State Government 
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Amend KRS 61.870 to include in the definition of public agency those bodies that participate in the state retirement 
systems. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 12 – posted in committee 
 

 

County Consolidation HB 69 T. Edmonds Local Government 
 
Create new sections of KRS Chapter 67 to establish a new procedure for the optional consolidation of counties. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 5 – to Local Government (H) 
 

 

Protection of Private Information HB 107 B. Farmer Local Government 
 
Create a new section of KRS 65.003 to 65.158 to require that any local governmental entity shall safeguard the records 
of any individual or other taxpayer in a manner consistent with federal law relating to the protection and destruction 
of documents. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 5 – to Local Government (H) 
 

 

Professional Engineers HB 110 S. Overly Licensing & Occupations 
 
Amend various sections of KRS Chapter 322 to make technical corrections to the law governing professional 
engineers and land surveyors. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 5 – to Licensing & Occupations (H) 
 

 

City Official’s Training Program HB 158 C. Rollins II Local Government 
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 64 to define terms concerning a city officers training program and set out 
various requirements for the program. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 11 – reassigned to Local Government (H) 
 

 

911 Emergency Services HB 174 J. Glenn Military Affairs & Public Safety 
 
Amend and create various sections of KRS Chapter 65 to add definitions; create the Kentucky 911 Oversight Board; 
require the board to gather information to be used to set a statewide 911 service charge. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 5 – to Military Affairs & Public Safety (H) 
 

 

“Whistleblower” Act HB 185 J. Wayne State Government 
 
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 61 to require public employers to post a notice of public employee rights under 
the “whistleblower” statutes. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 6 – to State Government (H) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Water District Commissioners HB 201 E. Ballard Tourism Development & Energy  
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Amend KRS 74.020 to allow removal of water district commissioners as prescribed under KRS 74.455; allow the PSC 
to fill vacancies resulting from death, resignation, or removal of the commissioner; require newly appointed 
commissioners to have 12 hours of annual training; allow entities other than the PSC to provide training; provide 
dates certain for completed training and allow for forfeiture of office for failure to complete training; allow 
commissioners to be reimbursed for training fees from water district budget; prescribe method for reporting 
vacancies and filling vacancies. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 7 – to Tourism Development & Energy (H) 
 

 

Fire Sprinkler Inspectors HB 220 B. Yonts Labor & Industry  
 
Create new sections of KRS Chapter 198B, relating to annual and renewal certification requirements and fees for fire 
sprinkler inspectors. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 14 – reported favorably, 1st reading, to Consent Calendar 
 

 
Regional Wastewater Commissions HB 221 L. Belcher Local Government   
 
Create new sections of KRS Chapter 65 to express the findings of the General Assembly regarding wastewater and 
regional wastewater commissions; permit two or more member entities owning wastewater systems to acquire, 
construct, operate, and improve those systems; establish a method for member entities to form a regional wastewater 
commission and appoint commissioners. 
 

Latest Action: Jan. 11 – to Local Government (H) 
 

 


